strengthening  the  Park 
through  New  Partnerships 


This  newsletter  has  been  produced  and  published 
by  Alberta  Environmental  Protection,  Natural 
Resources  Service  in  partnership  with  the  Friends 
of  Switzer  Park  Co-operating  Association  and 
Forestech  Developments,  Inc.  Read  on  to  find  out 
more  about  these  new  partners. 

The  Friends  of  Switzer  park  Co-operating  Association 

was  established  as  a non-  profit,  charitable  society  in  1998. 
The  Friends  have  a formal“Co-operating Agreement”  with  the 
Department  which  allows  them  to  work  closely  with  park 
staff  providing  support,  advise,  projects,  programs  and 
funding  that  otherwise  would  not  be  possible.  Turn  to  page  4 
and  5 to  find  out  more  about  the  Friends  of  Switzer  Park. 

On  April  1, 1999  the  Department  signed  a “Facility  Operating 
Agreement”  with  ForCStCCh  Developments  Inc.  within  the 
agreement.  Environmental  Protection  provides  the  standards, 
guidelines  and  necessary  authority  for  Forestech  to  operate 
and  maintain  Switzer  park  for  a five-year  term. 

Forestech  will  collect  all  campground  and  related  revenues, 
provide  maintenance  services  and  take  pro-active  measures 
towards  public  security.  Conservation  officer  Staff  (who  once 
held  the  title  of  “Park  Ranger”  and  “Fish  and  Wildlife  officer”) 
are  committed  to  preserving  and  protecting  in  perpetuity  the 
resources  within  Switzer  Parks  boundaries.  Our  focus  will  be 
on  managing  the  park  to  protect  the  landscape  and  provide 
opportunities  for  heritage  appreciation,  recreation  and 
tourism.  Summer  interpretive  staff  will  continue  to  provide 


programs  for  the  public.  Overall  we  anticipate  a smooth 
transition  with  very  few  changes  for  our  campers  and 
dayusers.We  welcome  Forestech  to  the  team  and  hope  you 
will  too. 

A portion  of  this  newsletter  content  is  sponsored  and  written 
by  Forestech.  Please  read  on  to  find  out  more  about  their 
new  initiatives  and  goals. 


WELCOME 

! to  Switzer  Park  ... 

Located  on  the  eastern  slopes  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  22 

I km  North  of  Hinton  on  Hwy  40,  Snitzer  partk  protects  and 
represents  6000  acres  (2600  Ha)  of  Alberta’s  upper  foothiUs 
natural  region.  Here,  pine-topped  ridges  and  kettle  holes, 
remnants  of  retreating  glaciers,  surround  a chain  of  five 
lakes  where  mountain  plants  and  animals  combine  with 
boreal  forests  creating  a diverse,  unique  and  inviting 
landscape.  Natural  Resources  service  wishes  you  an 
I unforgettable  and  uncrowded  experience. 


WILLIAM  A.  SWITZER  PARK  TIMES  NEWSLETTER 


About  the 

MISSION  STATEMENT 


rators 


Forestech  will  provide  high  quality  camping  and  group  facilities  such  as; 

' clean,  maintained  serviced/non-serviced  camping  stalls  and  tent  pads, 
heated  comfort  stations  with  running  water,  showers,  ecosystem  tours, 
amphitheater  facilities,  garbage  and  recycling  receptacles  and  scenic  hiking 
and  mountain  biking  trails.  A futuristic  addition  to  the  park  is  a permanent  concession  supplying;  necessities,  condiments, 
fishing  supplies,  canoe  and  bike  rentals.  Switzer  Park  provides  a safe,  tranquil  setting  with  a picturistic  view  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  set  beside  five  pristine  Boreal  Forest  lakes.  Through  ongoing  extensive  advertisement,  promotions  and 
infrastructure  improvements,  this  “Provincial  Heritage  Site”  will  continue  to  flourish  and  be  enjoyed  by  all.  Our  principle 
competitive  edge  will  be  the  selection  we  can  offer  and  the  quality  of  service  we  plan  to  provide. 


Forestech  Developments,  Inc*  the  new  Facility  operators 
of  William  A.  Switzer  Provincial  Park  welcomes  you  to  the 
1999  camping  season.  Forestech  is  jointly  owned  and 
operated  by  Nicole  Marcoux  and  Randy  Stauffer  of  Hinton, 
Alberta.  We  are  anxiously  awaiting  the  1999  camping  season 
and  the  advantageous  opportunity  to  serve  visitors  to  Switzer 
Park.  Forestech  will  be  implementing  infrastructure 
improvements  to  better  serve  park  visitors.  The 
improvements  will  add  more  convenience  and  luxury  to  the 
park  for  local  campers  and  foreign  travelers. 

Goals  for  Forestech  are  to  mn  our  business  on  our 
fundamental  values; 

Integrity  by  dealing  honestly  with  our  customers, 
employees,  suppliers  and  the  community. 

ik  Responsibility  by  taking  into  account  the  Natural 

Environment  in  which  we  do  our  business,  community 
views  and  the  habitual  good. 

ik  Profitability  by  being  conscious  that  an  appropriate  level 
of  profit  is  necessary  to  sustain  our  business  and  allow 
our  values  to  continue  to  be  observed. 

☆ Value  by  providing  quality  services  that  are  recognized  as 
delivering  value  for  money. 

ik Employees  by  providing  quality,  equitable  opportunities  for 
development  in  a healthy  work  place,  with 
appropriate  rewards.  | 


About  the 
Owners 

Randy  Stauffer  has  an 
extensive  background  in 
Business  Management, 
through  owning  and 
operating  several  small 
businesses. 


“Nichole  Marcoux  is  a 
graduate  of  N. A. I. T.  Forestry 
with  an  additional  three  years 
of  a Bachelor  of  Science 
Degree,  majoring  in  Forest 
Management. 

The  combination  of  business 
and  Forestry  backgrounds 
enables  Forestech  to  provide 
quality  public  services  and 
Environmental  Programming 
to  Switzer  Park  and  the 
surrounding  Boreal  Forest. 
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Interpretive  Programming 


Reservations 


Forestech  will  be  offering  Interpretive  Programming  during 
the  summer  months.  Ecosystem  tours  will  be  offered  strictly 
on  a donation  basis,  with  proceeds  going  to  the  “Friends  of 
Switzer  Park”  (a  non-profit  organization).  The  tours  will 
involve  identifying  local  flora  and  fauna  of  the  Foothills  and 
Boreal  Forest  Region.  Our  tours  will  be  conducted  by 
canoeing  local  lakes,  streams  and  by  hiking  trails  in  the  park. 


Would  you  like  to  book  your  favorite  camp  stall  for  upcoming 
holidays?  For  just  $6.()0/night  (non-refundable)  you  ma\ 
reserve  the  stall  or  stalls  of  your  choice  in  an\'  of  the  Park’s 
campgrounds. 

Forestech  is  also  accepting  reservations  for  the  three  large 
group  use  facilities;  Pine  Bay,  Beaver  Ranch  and  the  Hinton 
Nordic  Centre.  As  an  introductor}'  offer  for  the  camping 
season  of  1999,  Beaver  Ranch  Group  Area  is  being  offered  for 
half  price.  Youth  groups  may  ask  for  a mid-week  discount  on 
Pine  Bay  (excluding  weekends  and  holidays). 

Reservations  bookings  will  commence  every  January  2,  for 
the  upcoming  camping  season. 


Don't  Fogef 

Coin 

NOW  Available 
Gregg  lake 


Triple  “S”  Poker  Rally 

Forestech  will  host  the  first  TRIPLE  “S”  POKER  RALLY,  in  the 
winter  of  1999.  So  no  matter  what  your  sport  is,  feel  free  to 
ski,  skate  or  snowshoe.  The  day  will  be  full  of  laughs  and 
great  prizes. 


Management  and  staff  of  Forestech  Developments,  Inc.  looks 
forward  to  serving  you,  our  customers,  in  the  upcoming 
camping  seasons,  set  within  this  prestigious  “Natural  Heritage 
Site”. 

Please  call  Nichole  or  Randy  at: 


1-780-865-5152 


or  mail  inquiries  and  reservations  to: 

Forestech  Developments,  Inc., 

Box  6177 

Hinton,  Alberta  T7V  1X5 


Futuristic  Improvements 

to  watch  for  in  the  park;  an  expansion  to  the  registration 
building  at  Gregg  Lake  to  house  a concession  for  the  sale  of 
necessities  and  condiments,  equipment  rentals,  including 
mountain  bikes  and  canoes;  fourteen  additional  powered 
sites;  a pier  expansion  at  Gregg  Lake  and  the  possible 
addition  of  strategically  placed  song  bird  and  waterfowl  nest 
boxes. 
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We  are  a non-profit,  a-political,  eharitahle  organization 

We  are  dedicated  to  the  park 
We  are  an  important  voice  in  support  of  the  park 
We  are  committed  to  the  protection,  enjoyment  and  Heritage  Appreciation  of  Switzer  Park 


We  are  governed  by  a Board  of  Directors  and  supporting  members 

SPECIAL  PROJECTS 
ON  THE  GO! 


Visitor  Centre/Book  Store 

In  cooperation  with  Natural  Resources  Service  we  are 
planning  to  develop  a Visitor  Centre/book  store  to  be 
located  at  the  Kelley’s  Bathtub  area  of  Switzer  Park.  This 
facility  will  give  us  space  for  a bookstore,  information 
counter,  display  area,  washrooms,  observation  deck,  an 
office  and  a basement  for  future  development.  We  will  be 
embarking  on  a fundraising  campaign  in  the  near  future. 


Education  Programs 

In  cooperation  with  NRS  We  want  to  offer  year-round 
Environmental  Education  opportunities  for  both  adult 
youth  groups.  We  are  proposing  to  operate  an 
Environmental  Education  Camp  at  an  existing 
facility  presently  operated  by  the  Department  of 
National  Defense  situated  within  Switzer  Park. 


Facilities  for  the  Physically 
Challenged 

We  have  recognized  a need  to  upgrade  facilities  to  help  those 
who  are  physically  challenged  enjoy  the  beauty  of  Switzer 
Park.  A paved  trail,  paved  campsites  and  some  parking  area 
improvements  are  on  the  list. 


Trails 


-The  staff  at  Switzer  park  and  the  Friends 
added  a ehallenging  and  scenic  “lakeside”  1.5  km  trail  link 
to  the  existing  Jarvis  lake  trails.  Our  1999  project  is  to 
create  a link  from  Pine  Bay  group  use  to  the  Jarvis  Lake 
trails. 


Ongoing  Events 

July  17, 1999  is  Canada’s  Parks  Day.  It  is  our  special 


Fundraising  Products 

The  Friends  have  built  an  one  of  a kind  mobile  BBQ, 
ideal  for  park  group  users  but  available  for  rent  to 
anyone. 


Our  beautiful  logo  is  available  in  full  color  embroidery  on 
high  quality  100%  cotton  sweatshirts  and  t-shirts. 

We  also  sell  Willmore  Wilderness  topographic  maps  for 
$10.00 


HOW  CAN  YOU  CONTRIBUTE 

To  the  Friends  of  Switzer  Park? 

By  joining  the  Friends  of  Switzer  Park,  you  will  make  a contribution  to  supporting  the  tradition  of  excellence  in  one  of  the 
most  highly  regarded  parks  in  Albertais  Eastern  Slopes. 

Our  Association  is  growing  and  needs  dedicated,  enthusiastic  people  to  sit  on  the  board  Of  Directors.  Come  and  be  part  of  a 
decision  making  process  that  promotes  park  preservation,  education  and  enjoyment  now  and  for  future  generations. 

Get  involved  by  offering  your  talents  and  skills  to  one  of  the  following  committees: 

^ Fundraising  ^ Visitor  Centre  planning 

^ Special  Event  planning  ' v Publications  - Design  and  produce  a Newsletter 

Sales  Product  selection  Memberships 


Attend  our  events 

^ ■ Attend  an  Annual  General  Meeting 
V/  I Make  a donation  to  a specific  project 


v'  Purchase  a membership 


For  comments  or  information  regarding  The  Friends  of  Switzer  Park 

-2081  Vice  Chair:  Rick  Zroback  (780)865-7681 

Liaison  Officer:  Jeanette  Brooks  (780)  865-5600  or  Jeanette.brooks®  gov.ab.ca 


pl69.S6  C01lt3.Ct‘  ^Chairperson:  Bill  Bresnahan  (780)  865- 


Membership  Application 

Complete  and  mail 

c/o  The  Friends  of  Switzer  Park  Cooperating  Association 
Box  6178 

Hinton,  Alberta  T7V  1X5  Pax#  i-  780-865-1282 


Please  make  cheque  or 
money  order 
payable  to  “The  Friends 
of  Switzer  Park” 

You  will  receive  a newsletter  and 
an  invitation  to  the  annual 
general  meeting 

Charitable  Registration 
#87077  1862  RROOOl 


Annual  Membership  Fees 

(memberships  are  valid from 
January  1-  December  31) 

Individual 

$ 5.00 

Family 

$ 10.00 

Corporate 

(registered  company) 

$ 25.00 

Institutional 

( non-profit  organizations) 

$ 25.00 

Name: 


Company  / Institution: 
Mailing  Address:  


City,  Province 


Phone:  ( ) 


AMOUNT  ENCLOSED 


Postal  Code 


Fax:  ( ) 


receipt  required  | | 


Celebrate 


ASK  a p 
Campgrojliicl 
Host  ••• 


July  17,  1999 


TAKE  A iffJKE  Evew^ 

Switser  Park 

Events  start  at  10:00  a.m.  with  a 
pancake  breakfast  at  Kelley's  Bathtub 


Campground  Hosts  are 
located  in  Gregg  Lake 
Campground  near  the 
shower  building.  They  are 
available  from  the  end  of 
June  through  to 
September. 


These  people  volunteer  their  time  in  the  park  for  at  least  two 
weeks  during  the  summer.  Our  Hosts  make  themselves 
available  to  you  five  days  a week,  not  only  from  their 
campsite,  but  also  by  roving  through  the  park.They’re  ready 
and  willing  to  provide  assistance,  information  or  just  friendly 
conversation. 


Watch  for  our  posters  and  brochures 


These  volunteers  are  provided  with  shirts  and  hats  to  wear, 
and  logos  for  their  vehicles  which  identify  them  as 
Campground  Hosts.  They  have  a supply  of  pamphlets  on  site, 
so  stop  by  and  say  Hi!  And  don’t  be  afraid  to  stop  them  on 
their  daily  tour  through  the  campground. 


This  newsletter 
will  self-destruct 
^ in  6 months  if 
^ thrown  away  or 
will  last 
indefinitely  if 
recycled. 


•yRihNus  nw 


Switzer  Park 

has  a Very  Special  Place 
in  our  hearts  and  minds 


We  want  to 


We  invite  YOU 
he  part  of  it! 


MISSION  POSSIBLE 

An  Adventure  in  a Back  Pack 

Your  mission,  should  you  choose  to  accept  it,  is  to  select  one  of  the  followi)ig  seven  invesligations.  Ihen, 
we  supply  you  with  a backpack  equipped  for  a investigative  adventure! 

Back  packs  are  available  from  the  park  office  at  Kelleys  Bathtub  or  from  the  campground  hosts  at 
Gregg  Lake. 

Life  in  the  Understory 

In  this  investigation  you’ll  be  going  undercover  investigating 
lowlifes  of  the  earth.  Your  backpack  will  contain  some  highly 
specialized  equipment,  a “pooter”  and  shovel.  An  I.D. 
pamphlet  with  mugshots  of  the  suspects  is  supplied  to  help 
you  identify  them.  You’ll  be  looking  for  these  lowlifes  in 
different  environments. 

Tree  Cheers  ; 

1 

The  subjects  you’ll  be  asked  to  investigate  have  a strong  1 

resemblance  to  each  other  which  makes  them  challenging  to 
identify^.  Don’t  be  STUMPED  by  this.  You'll  probably  quickly  | 

discover  that  there  are  really  only  a few  families  made  up  of  a ' 
great  many  individuals.  j 

1 

Animal  Signs 

Senserobics  i 

! 

Investigators  and  detectives  often  have  to  collect  clues  and 
evidence  after  an  event  occurs.  You  will  use  your  highly 
developed  sense  of  observation  to  find  clues  and  signs  of 
wildlife  activity.  You  might  be  surprised  at  how  careless  some 
creatures  are  at  leaving  behind  evidence  of  their  presence 
leading  you  to  discover  who  or  what  it  may  have  been. 

Special  agents  continually  need  to  fine  tune  their  senses  to  i 

maintain  peak  performance.  The  backpack  you  will  receive 
will  help  you  to  “senercise”  your  touch,  smell,  sight,  and  ; 

hearing.  This  will  help  you  discover  the  smells,  sounds, 
colors,  shapes,  and  textures  in  Switzer  Park.  ! 

Birds 

Trying  to  reveal  the  identity  of  aerial  escape  artists  is  the 
objective  in  this  investigation.  Some  of  these  characters  have 
names  like  Dark-eyed  Junco  or  Hermit  Thrush  and  are 
sometimes  too  quick  to  be  recognized.  Your  special  agent 
backpack  contains  binoculars  which  will  help  you  to  get  a 
better  look  and  make  a positive  I.D. 

The  Wildlife  Viewing  Pack 

When  you  feel  that  you  have  enough  experience  to  search  for 
and  explore  a number  of  things  at  once  this  pack  is  for  you. 
We’ve  highlighted  areas  in  the  park  that  are  especially  good 
for  wildlife  viewing  and  equipped  the  pack  with  maps,  guide 
books,  and  binoculars.  You  can  make  this  one  a full  day 
adventure,  looking  for  birds,  mammals,  flowers  and  any  other 
feature  you  can  find. 

Wildflowers 

^Due  to  the  value  of  the  special  agent  equipment  in  this  \ 

pack,  park  staff  will  request  a driverts  license  or  credit  card  1 
imprint  to  be  lefi  behind  while  the  pack  is  out  on  loan.  \ 

Watch  your  step  when  you’re  dealing  with  these  specimens 
because  they’re  name  says  it  all-  they  are  WILD!  Some  of 
these  subjects  are  shady  (that  means  they  prefer  to  live  in 
shaded  areas)  and  others  are  on  the  up  and  up.  When  trying 
to  identify  which  wildflowers  live  in  the  park  keep  in  mind 
that  these  guys  don’t  like  being  PICKED  on. 

1 

D 

You  Are 


Country 


Grizzly  Bear 


GRIZZLY  BEAR 

Features 

• In  profile,  snout  rises  sharply  into  broad  “dished” 
face. 

• Pronounced  shoulder  hump. 

• Claws  of  front  feet  are  long,  and  obvious  in  tracks. 

• Fur  is  often  “grizzled”  in  appearance  (silver  tipped) 
however,  not  aU  grizzlies  have  this  feature. 

• Adults  are  generally  larger  than  black  bears. 

• Grizzlies  weigh  from  100  to  500  kg.  (220  to  1100  lbs). 

• Color  varies  from  tawny  brown  to  black. 


BLACK  BEAR 

Features 

• Snout  and  face  form  a straight  line  in  profile  no  dish  face. 

• Black  bears  lack  a shoulder  hump. 

• Front  claws  are  short  and  make  little  or  no  imprint  in  tracks. 

• Adults  are  generally  smaller  than  grizzlies  - blacks  weigh  from  45  to  200  kg  (100  to  440 
lbs.) 


1.  Stay  calm,  do  not  run. 

2.  Making  a loud  noise  (but  not  chasing  the  bear)  may  help  to  ward  off  the  animal. 

3.  If  the  bear  is  at  a distance,  calmly  place  all  foodstuffs  in  your  vehicle. 

4.  Enter  you  vehicle  as  soon  as  possible. 

5.  Do  not  harass  or  chase  the  bear. 

6.  Notify  park  staff  as  soon  as  possible 


Please  observe  the 
following  precautions 
for  your  safety;  ^ 


SAFETY 

in  Provincial  campgrounds 

Bears  are  attracted  by  the  smell  of  food.  Do  not,  through 
carelessness,  invite  bears  to  your  campsite. 

# Always  store  food  out  of  reach  of  bears,  preferably  in 
airtight  containers  in  the  trunk  of  your  vehicle. 

# Never  store  food  in  a tent  or  tent-trailer  where  you  are 
sleeping. 

# Never  cook  or  eat  in  or  near  your  tent. 

# Do  not  burn  or  bury  food  scraps. 

# Do  not  litter.  Place  all  garbage  in  suitable  containers 
provided  in  campgrounds  or  take  it  with  you  if  no 
containers  are  available. 

# Clean  fish  at  designated  cleaning  stations.  If  none  are 
available  dispose  of  fish  remains  in  proper  garbage 
containers. 

# Use  a flashlight  at  night.  Do  not  move  about  the 
campsite  at  night  unless  absolutely  necessary. 

# If  camping  with  a dog,  keep  it  on  a leash  or  in  your 
vehicle.  An  unleashed  or  noisy  dog  may  irritate  a bear. 


Please  Do  Not  Feed 
the  wildlife 


Experience  Albertas 
Recreation  Destination 


ADVENTURE  LODGE 


• Group  camping 

• Overnight  accommodations 

• Canoe,  kayak,  fishing  and  mountain 
bike  rentals 

• Fine  dining 


RESERVATIONS 


(780)  865-4741 

Toll  Free 

1-800-582-3305  ^ 

e-mail:  bluelake@agt.net 


Located  on  Highway  40  in  William  A.  Switzer  Provincial  Park 


Feeding  the  wildlife  within 
the  park  is  prohibited...  and 
for  good  reasons... 

♦ Animals  become  dependent  upon  your 
handouts  and  when  you  ore  gone  they  may 
lose  their  natural  ability  to  find  food  on  their 
own. 

♦ Certain  animals  dependent  on  handouts  may 
become  dangerous  once  food  is  no  longer 
given  to  them. 

♦ Humon  food  is  generally  not  healthy  for 
wildlife.  Certain  human  foods  can  upset  their 
digestive  systems  and  even  kill  them. 

♦ Feeding  bread  to  squirrels  con  be  dangerous  to 
the  animal.  They  store  the  bread  with  their 
other  food  and  when  the  bread  goes  moldy  it 
spoils  the  whole  food  cache. 


beautiful  natural  landscapes 
wildlife  viewing 

outdoor  recreation 

an  adventure  for  all  seasons! 

Alberta’s 
Parks  & 

Protected  Areas 


Preserving^our  na^tal  heritage 


To  learn  more, 

ask  for  a travel  guid^anc^^^ 
-from  participating J|r1|grmatj^ 


Did  You  Know? 

# 1 out  of  3 drownings  occur  during  boating 
. activities.  . . ^ 


Water  Safet]^ 

in  Switzer 


H Designated  swim  areas  are  clearly  marked  on  Jarvis  and  Gregg  lakes  and  swimmers  should  stay  within  these  areas.  It  may 
be  difficult  for  boaters  to  see  swimmers  that  go  beyond  the  designated  swim  area  because  of  dark  water  or  a sunny,  reflective 
water  surface.  ■ Never  swim  alone  and  have  someone  on  shore  supervising.  ■ Do  not  eat  at  least  1 hour  before  going 
swimming  to  avoid  getting  muscle  cramps  that  may  incapacitate  you  making  it  impossible  to  swim  or  even  stay  afloat. 

B Consider  wearing  sandals  on  your  feet  when  swimming  or  just  walking  the  beach  as  a precaution  to  avoid  being  injured 
by  sharp  stones  or  other  foreign  objects. 


The  lakes  in  Switzer  Park  are  popular  with  all  types  of  water 
enthusiasts.  Swimmers,  canoeists,  boaters  and  jetskiers  love  to 
take  advantage  of  the  beautiful  lakes  for  their  recreational 
activity.  With  all  these  users  on  the  lake  it  is  important  that 
increased  care  be  taken  to  look  out  for  your  safety  and  the 
safety  of  others.  Take  the  time  to  become  familiar  with  the 
safety  tips,  regulations  and  equipment  that  are  necessary  to  be 
safe  while  participating  in  your  activity. 


Swimming 


REGULATIONS 

Recreational  vessel  users  should  be  aware  that  as  of  April  1, 1999  there  are  numerous  changes  to  the  Small  Vessels  Regulations. 

The  following  are  a few  highlights:  for  more  detailed  information  ask  Conservation  Officer  staff  or  phone  the  Boating  Safety  hotline 
at  1-800-267-6687 


New  Age  & Horsepower  Restrictions 

UNDER  12  YEARS  OF  AGE  If  not  accompanied  & directly  supervised  Maximum  power  of  motor: 

by  a person  I6  years  old  or  older  7.5  kw  (lOhp) 


AT  LEAST  12  YEARS  OF  AGE  If  not  accompanied  & directly  supervised 
BUT  UNDER  1 6 YEARS  OF  AGE  by  a person  16  years  old  or  older 


Maximum  power  of  motor: 
30  kw  (40hp) 


UNDERAGE  16 


Is  prohibited  from  operating  a personal  watercraft  (PWC)  i.e.  jet  ski 


New  Recreational  Boat  Operator  Competency  (proof  of  having  taken  an  accredited  course) 

SEPTEMBER  15, 1999  Youth,  born  after  April  1, 1983  will  require  proof  of  competency  on  board  to  operate  a boat  fitted 

with  a motor. 


SEPTEMBER  15,  2002 
SEPTEMBER  15,  2009 


Any  person  operating  a boat  fitted  with  a motor  and  less  than  4 meters  (including  PWC)  will  require 
proof  of  competency  on  board 

A 

All  operators  will  require  proof  |yn|petency  on  board. 


fS^  Safety  Equipment  Requirements 


hauiDment 

Motorized 

Non-niotorized 

Personal  flotation  device  or  lifejacket 

✓ 

✓ 

that  fits  for  each  occupant 

Buoyant  heaving  line  (15  m) 

✓ 

✓ 

Manual  propelling  device  or  an  anchor 

(15  m of  cable,  rope,  chain) 

✓ 

✓ 

Bailer  or  rnanual  water  pump  (with  hose) 

✓ 

✓ i 

i 

1 fire  extinguisher  Class  5BC  ! 

✓ 

i 

j if  equipped  with  inboard  engine, 

j fixed fuel  lank  or  fuel  burning  appliance 

if  equipped  uith  fuel  burning  appliance  j 

Watertight  flashlight 

✓ 

or  3 flares  of  type  A,  B or  C) 

i 

1 

1 

Sound  signalling  equipment  (horn/whistle)  ' 

✓ 

1 

Navigation  lights  (Collision  Regulations) 

✓ 

✓ i 

i 

in  Jarvis  Creek 


floating  down  a slow  meandering  creek,  gently  turning  with  the 
current  around  bends  through  marsh  meadows  that  look  up  to 
steep  mixed  forest  slopes.  Hearing  a loud  splash  downstream,  you 
look  up  to  see  a beaver  slapping  its  tail,  announcing  your  presence. 
Paddling  along,  a dark  silhouette  that  darts  from  under  your  canoe 
into  the  shadows  cast  by  the  undercut  banks  grabs  your  attention 
and  leaves  you  wondering  what  it  might  have  been  as  you  gaze  into 
the  clear  water.  This  daydream  can  become  a true-to-life  experience 
by  canoeing  Switzer  Park’s  Jarvis  Creek. 

Those  canoeists  or  kayakers  who  have  traveled  Jarvis  Creek  know  of 
the  simple  pleasures  that  can  be  enjoyed  along  the  way.  A recent 
addition  that  travelers  will  notice  is  the  installation  of  interpretive 
signage  along  a portion  of  the  creek  creating  the  “Jarvis  Creek 
Interpretive  Canoe  Route”.  These  signs  were  placed  so  that  people 
could  not  only  view  the  wonderful  scenery  that  surrounds  the 
creek,  but  at  the  same  time  gain  a little  insight  into  the  significant 
features  of  the  creek.  Information  ranging  from  beavers,  bugs,  and 
brown  trout  is  provided  on  the  signs. 

The  interpretive  canoe  route  is  approximately  4 km  long,  fl 

starting  from  where  highway  40N  crosses  Jarvis  Creek  near  k < ; 

Kelley’s  Bathtub  and  ending  at  Graveyard  campground.  The  ||  J 4 

path  of  the  creek  leads  paddlers  through  two  lakes.  Blue  X5  » 


Lake  and  Cache  Lake.  At  an  easy  pace,  the  route  takes  about  an  hour 
to  complete.  The  interpretive  route  is  the  best  portion  of  the  creek  for 
beginners  and  children  because  the  water  is  rated  at  an  easy  level  of 
difficulty.  Canoeists  wiU  encounter  the  occasional  beaver  dam  that 
they  will  have  to  portage  over,  especially  during  periods  of  low  water 
levels. 

At  the  starting  point,  canoes  can  be  unloaded  off  to  the  side  of  the 
highway  by  the  creek  bank.  Vehicles  can  then  be  parked  at  Kelley’s 
Bathtub  parking  lot,  which  is  onl)^  a short  distance  away.  A foot  trail 
leads  from  the  parking  lot  back  to  the  creek.  Vehicles  are  not 
permitted  to  remain  parked  on  the  shoulder  of  the  highway  due  to  the 
safety  hazard  they  pose. 

More  experienced  canoeists,  wanting  a longer,  more  challenging  route, 
can  see  all  five  lakes  that  are  within  Switzer  Park  by  traveling  from 
Jarvis  Lake,  on  Jarvis  Creek,  to  Gregg  Lake.  That  route  covers 
numerous  kilometers  and  takes  about  five  hours  to  complete.  All 
paddlers  should  remember  to  take  the  proper  safet)’  precautions  and 
equipment  when  heading  out  onto  the  water.  It  is  good  practice  to  tell 
somebody  of  the  route  you  plan  to  take  and  when  you  expect  to 
return.  Don’t  forget  to  arrange  to  be  picked  up  at  the  end  of  your  trip. 

Be  aware  that  water  levels  along  Jarvis  Creek  fluctuate  throughout  the 
year  and,  as  with  all  flowing  waters,  natural  hazards  such  as  sweepers 
do  exist.  Please  ensure  that  you  are  prepared  and  informed  about  the 
current  conditions  before  your  trip.  Contact  the  Park  Office  where 
staff  are  happy  to  answer  any  of  your  questions  or  inquiries.  Happy 
paddling! 
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